Roger Short was born in England, initially graduating in Veterinary Medicine from the University of Bristol. After a year in the University of Wisconsin studying Genetics, he went to the University of Cambridge,  becoming a Lecturer then Reader in the University and specializing in Animal Reproduction.  This work brought him in contact with Dr Joseph Needham and  Lu Gwei-Djen, who gave him a lifelong interest in the history of science and civilization in China.  In 1972 he established the MRC Unit of Reproductive Biology in Edinburgh, Scotland, focussing on human contraceptive research, and he was host to two very important Chinese visitors, Drs Xiao Bilian and  Wang Yi-Feh.  In 1982 he moved to Monash University in Melbourne, Australia, teaching Human Reproduction to the medical students.  It was here that he encountered his first HIV/AIDS patient, which inspired him to start research on HIV prevention.  He spent the whole of 1989 in Geneva, working for the WHO Global Programme on AIDS, where he got to know Prof Wu Chieh-Ping.  In 1996 he moved to the University of Melbourne, where he is now actively engaged in research on how topical oestrogen, applied to the male foreskin, may be able to prevent HIV from entering the penis.

