Guidelines for Commentaries
These commissioned articles are succinct comments on articles published in Asian Journal of Andrology, and generally span only 2-3 printed pages (including references). These documents are formatted in the 3-column style. The Commentary section of Asian Journal of Andrology provides a forum in which relevant scientific news and comments as reported in recently published Asian Journal of Andrology articles can be communicated to its readers. These pieces are short (less than 1200 words) and should be written in the style of a journalistic news report. They should clearly state the advance being discussed and provide a critical evaluation of the research concerned.  Please ask someone unfamiliar with the specific field to comment on a draft article before submission. It is essential that the article be written with the potential breadth of Asian Journal of Andrology readers in mind rather than just colleagues familiar with the area being discussed.

Aims

1
Highlight some of the most significant papers in the field recently published in Asian Journal of Andrology.
2
Appeal to a broad cross-section of andrologists.

3
Focus on papers from Asian Journal of Andrology ONLY. 
How to write a Commentary
Andrology as a field covers a number of areas of interest. Commentaries should present the latest ‘news’ from Asian Journal of Andrology to keep the readers up-to-date with research from any of the relevant subsections of the field. 
1 A brief opening paragraph should state what the latest ‘news’ is; it should attract the attention of those who may not be experts in the specific. The focal paper should be explicitly referred to in this paragraph and can briefly mention the overall significance of the findings. 
2 Subsequent paragraphs can provide more details about background information and explanation, which can place the findings in context. 
3 The concluding paragraph can then comment on any limitations and/or the implications of the focal paper and can highlight any future research directions. 
4 While Commentaries are intended to be broad and appeal to a wide audience they do not need to be written like text books. Most readers will have some knowledge of the field but specialist terminology should be explained or avoided. 
5 We encourage you to discuss other recently published and relevant findings that you have read in the Commentary rather than remaining limited to articles the editors have recommended as the basis of the Commentary.
6 Authors should provide a balanced overview of the field and not focus on their own work or that of their close colleagues. Any reference to the author’s own work should only be in passing. Commentary articles should not include original data and analysis.
Titles
Titles for Commentaries should be short, informative and abbreviations should be avoided.
Figures & tables

Commentaries are limited to one display item (figure or table) only. 
References
References should be kept to a minimum, ideally with fewer than ten. In the text of the manuscript, references to the literature should be numbered consecutively and indicated by a superscript. Each reference should be numbered individually and listed at the end of the manuscript. All authors should be quoted for papers with up to five authors; for papers with more than five authors, the first five authors only should be quoted, followed by et al.
Acknowledgements and authorship
Acknowledgements are not allowed, nor are grant numbers. There should be no more than two authors.

Sending the Commentary
Please include your address, telephone, fax and e-mail details in the file. Please ensure that if you are going to be away during the month after submission you also include a note of how you can be contacted during that period. 
Timing
As we aim to publish Commentary as soon as possible after publication of the original paper, we would be extremely grateful if you could send us your draft within 10 days of accepting the invitation to write from the editorial office.
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Please complete a License to Publish form
  when submitting your Commentary; please also declare any potential conflicts of interest.
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